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THE MESSIANIC PASSOVER STORY: 

RELATING THE DEATH OF YESHUA TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE


One of the greatest events in the history of the world has to be the death and resurrection of  the Messiah.  This single event has brought countless millions of people to believe that Yeshua is the Redeemer of mankind.  This event has also polarized the Jewish and Gentile communities into either believing in his Messiahship or writing him off as just another crackpot who proclaimed he was the Messiah.   I  realize that no matter what I write I will not be the one to convince a Jewish person that Yeshua is the Messiah; only the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) will be able to do this.  That is not my primary goal in writing this booklet.  Firstly, I want to put the Passover week into a perspective that Jewish people will be able to relate to in a more Hebraic cultural setting and secondly, I want to put the Passover week into a perspective that Gentiles would be able to see the Hebraic roots of their faith more clearly.


Far too much division has taken place over the events of the week of Passover.  It has been a dividing line for Christian anti-Semitism toward the Jews, and to many Jews a scarlet letter and an embarrassment to our heritage.  The week of Passover is a significant event in the history of the Jewish people and the death and resurrection of the Messiah should add to that history, not detract from it.  In this booklet I hope to unmask some of the cloudiness that surrounds the Passover of the year 30 C.E. and show that through his willingness to be the Passover Lamb, Yeshua fulfilled the prophecy of Mashiach ben David, the suffering servant of Isaiah 53.


Let us begin by taking a look at the original Passover Story -

Exodus (Sh'mot) 12: 1 - 14 

ADONAI spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt; he said, "You are to begin your calendar with this month; it will be the first month of the year for you.  Speak to all the assembly of Isra'el and say, 'On the tenth day of this month, each man is to take a lamb or kid for his family, one per household - except that if the household is too small for a whole lamb or kid, then he and his next-door neighbor should share one, dividing it in proportion to the number of people eating it.  Your animal must be without defect, a male in its first year, and you may choose it from either the sheep or the goats.  "'You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of the month, and then the entire assembly of the community of Isra'el will slaughter it at dusk.  They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the two sides and top of the door-frame at the entrance of the house in which they eat it.  That night, they are to eat the meat, roasted in the fire; they are to eat it with matzah and maror.  Don't eat it raw or boiled, but roasted in the fire, with its head, the lower parts of its legs and its inner organs.  Let nothing of it remain till morning; if any of it does remain, burn it up completely.  "'Here is how you are to eat it: with your belt fastened, your shoes on your feet and your staff in your hand; and you are to eat it hurriedly. It is ADONAI's Pesach [Passover].  For that night, I will pass through the land of Egypt and kill all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both men and animals; and I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt; I am ADONAI.  The blood will serve you as a sign marking the houses where you are; when I see the blood, I will pass over [Hebrew: pasach] you - when I strike the land of Egypt, the death blow will not strike you.  "'This will be a day for you to remember and celebrate as a festival to ADONAI; from generation to generation you are to celebrate it by a perpetual regulation. (1)


The first Passover took place in Egypt about 1500 years before the birth of Messiah Yeshua.  Even though the location and the time period had changed from the first Passover, the command given by ADONAI to celebrate this festival from generation to generation had not.  To get a proper perspective on the events of the week of Passover during the time of Yeshua, we must look at what day of the week they started on.  To do this we must look back and see when Passover fell in the year he was crucified.  In the year 30 C.E. (the year most scholars agree that Yeshua was crucified), Erev Passover fell at sundown on April 3 (14th of Nisan, 3790), which was a Wednesday, and ended on sundown April 4 (15th of Nisan, 3790), which was a Thursday. (2)  This date helps us calculate based on the writings of the B’rit Chadeshah (Newer Covenant) the date that Yeshua entered Jerusalem, how he spent the first part of the week, when he was crucified and when he was resurrected.  

The point here again is not to prove that Yeshua was the Messiah, but to give a little more Hebraic perspective to the events of this week.  The reader will have to consult the LORD and have him enlighten you as to how Yeshua could be the Messiah based on the events of the week of Passover, how they played out in the year 30 C.E. and how he fulfilled the roll of the Passover Lamb.  God is not the author of confusion, but the author of fact.  If you sincerely ask him about Yeshua, he will show you in his Word.


Based on the events as we get them from the B’rit Chadeshah, Yeshua’s journey for the week of Passover started on Friday, March 29 (9th of Nisan, 3790). (2)

Day One – 9th of Nisan – Friday
On the 9th day of Nisan, Yeshua came from Jericho to Bethany.  

John 12:1-3
Six days before Pesach, Yeshua came to Beit-Anyah, where El‘azar lived, the man Yeshua had raised from the dead; so they gave a dinner there in his honor. Marta served the meal, and El‘azar was among those at the table with him.  Miryam took a whole pint of pure oil of spikenard, which is very expensive, poured it on Yeshua’s feet and wiped his feet with her hair, so that the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. (1)

Miriam anointed Yeshua as the Passover Lamb.  The Passover Lambs were taken on the 10th day of Nisan & held until the 14th day of Nisan.  This allowed each family to become personally attached to their lamb.  It would no longer be “just” a lamb but it would become “their” lamb!  Anointing Yeshua as the Passover Lamb made him a personal sacrifice for the people.  He was now “their” lamb.

Day Two – 10th of Nisan – Saturday – Shabbat #1 (Shabbat Ha Gadol)
Yeshua could travel from Bethany to Jerusalem on Shabbat because it was not more than a Shabbat Day’s journey.  

“Two thousand cubits constitute a Sabbath-day's journey; that is to say, a man, taking his dwelling-place as a center, may move on the Sabbath forward and backward as often as he wishes within a circle the radius of which is 2,000 cubits.” (3)

Beth phage (Beit-Pagey) was a place in ancient Israel, mentioned as the place from which Jesus sent the disciples to find a donkey and a colt with her upon which he would ride into Jerusalem.  It is believed to have been located on the Mount of Olives, on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho (Matt. 21:1; Mark 11:1; Luke 19:29), and very close to Bethany. It was the limit of a Sabbath-day's journey from Jerusalem, that is, 2,000 cubits. (4)

A Shabbat Day’s journey equates to a little less than a mile.  Bethany is approximately three quarters of a mile from the Temple Mount and is located on the southeastern slope of the Mount of Olives.  Yeshua could make this journey on Shabbat without breaking the Jewish laws concerning the Shabbat.  Beth phage means House of figs.


Prophecy in the Tanakh says that the Messiah will ride into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey.

Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice with all your heart, daughter of Tziyon! Shout out loud, daughter of Yerushalayim! Look! Your king is coming to you. He is righteous, and he is victorious. Yet he is humble - he's riding on a donkey, yes, on a lowly donkey's colt.  (1)

Yeshua rode into Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt, just as the scriptures said the Messiah would.

Matthew 21:1-7
As they were approaching Yerushalayim, they came to Beit-Pagey on the Mount of Olives. Yeshua sent two talmidim with these instructions: “Go into the village ahead of you, and you will immediately find a donkey tethered there with its colt. Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, tell him, ‘The Lord needs them;’ and he will let them go at once.”  This happened in order to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet,

       “Say to the daughter of Tziyon,
‘Look! Your King is coming to you,
riding humbly on a donkey,
and on a colt, the offspring of a beast of burden!’
So the talmidim went and did as Yeshua had directed them.  They brought the donkey and the colt and put their robes on them, and Yeshua sat on 

them. (1)  (See also Matthew 21:12:17; Mark 11:7, 11; Luke 19:28)
As Yeshua rode into Jerusalem, it was Shabbat HaGadol (The Great Shabbat).  Why is this Shabbat called Shabbat HaGadol?

The Haftorah read in many communities on this Shabbat speaks of the coming of Moshiach, referring to the day of his arrival as the "yom Hashem hagadol v'hanora" -- the "great" and awesome day of the L-rd.1. (5)

The crowds knew what a special day this was as Yeshua made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem and remembered the words from Psalm 118:26.

Psalm 118:26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of ADONAI. We bless you from the house of ADONAI. (1)

The B’rit Chadeshah shows Yeshua fulfilled these words as He entered Jerusalem.

John 12:12-13
 The next day, the large crowd that had come for the festival heard that Yeshua was on his way into Yerushalayim.  They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,

“Deliver us!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of ADONAI, the King of Israel!” (1)

At the end of the day Yeshua left Jerusalem and went back to Bethany to spend the night.

Matthew. 21:17
With that, he left them and went on outside the city to Beit-Anyah, where he spent the night. (1)

Yeshua came into Jerusalem on the 1oth of Nisan which is the day the Passover lambs were chosen by the families of Israel.  He was born in the town of Bethlehem (House of Bread) which was known for raising the perfect, spotless lambs that were used for the Temple sacrifices.  Yochanan (John) the Immerser spoke of Yeshua earlier in his ministry as he approached him at Jordon to be immersed and said:

John 1:29
The next day, Yochanan saw Yeshua coming toward him and said, "Look! God's lamb! The one who is taking away the sin of the world! (1)

Day Three – 11th of Nisan – Sunday
He returned to Jerusalem the next day to teach in the Temple.  Along the way the B’rit Chadeshah records this incident.

Matthew 21:18-19
The next morning, on his way back to the city, he felt hungry.  Spotting a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. So he said to it, “May you never again bear fruit!” and immediately the fig tree dried up. (1) (See also Mark 11:12)
It is worth noting that he had just come through Beth phage or the House of Figs on his way into Jerusalem.  Yeshua then proceeded to the Temple to teach.

Mark 11:15-17
On reaching Yerushalayim, he entered the Temple courts and began driving out those who were carrying on business there, both the merchants and their customers. He also knocked over the desks of the money-changers, upset the benches of the pigeon-dealers, and refused to let anyone carry merchandise through the Temple courts.  Then, as he taught them, he said, "Isn't it written in the Tanakh, My house will be called a house of prayer for all the Goyim.  But you have made it into a den of robbers!" (1)

Then Yeshua left the city for the night.

Mark 11:19
When evening came, they left the city.

Day Four – 12th of Nisan – Monday
In the morning Yeshua and his talmidim (disciples) returned to Jerusalem.

Mark 11:20
In the morning, as the talmidim passed by, they saw the fig tree withered all the way to its roots.

Matthew. 26:1-2
When Yeshua had finished speaking, he said to his talmidim  “As you know, Pesach is two days away, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be nailed to the execution-stake.” (1) (See also Mark 14:1)
Yeshua left Jerusalem for the night and headed to Bethany where he is anointed for his burial.

Matthew 26:6-12
Yeshua was in Beit-Anyah, at the home of Shim‘on, the man who had had the repulsive skin disease.   A woman with an alabaster jar filled with very expensive perfume approached Yeshua while he was eating and began pouring it on his head.   When the talmidim saw it, they became very angry. “Why this waste?” they asked. “This could have been sold for a lot of money and given to the poor.”   But Yeshua, aware of what was going on, said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing for me.  The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.  She poured this perfume on me to prepare my body for burial.  (1)

It is important at this point to understand why Yeshua was anointed for his burial before his death.  Since he will be crucified on Passover and taken down that same day as we will see, there would be no time after his death to anoint his body for burial.

Day Five – 13th of Nisan – Tuesday
Luke 22:7-8
Then came the day of matzah, on which the Passover lamb had to be killed. Yeshua sent Kefa and Yochanan, instructing them, “Go and prepare our Seder, so we can eat.” (1) (See also Matthew 26:17; Mark 14:12)
Yeshua and his Talmidim had their Passover Seder on Tuesday evening the 13th of Nisan.  In Jewish tradition of the day, two Passover meals would have been observed.  One; on the night before (13th of Nisan) the “traditional” Passover Seder in which the families would take the lambs to the Temple to be slaughtered and would come back to their homes to eat and celebrate as a family.  The second; on the 14th of Nisan when they would go to the temple at twilight and “all” the congregation of Israel would slay their Passover lambs together.  In verse 6 of Exodus 12, it says that the entire congregation was to kill the lambs at twilight.  


At the end of the Seder, Yeshua sang from Psalm 118 just before He went out to give His life for our sins.

Psalm 118:19-29
Open the gates of righteousness for me; I will enter them and thank Yah.  This is the gate of ADONAI; the righteous can enter it. I am thanking you because you answered me; you became my salvation.  The very rock that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone!   This has come from ADONAI, and in our eyes it is amazing.  This is the day ADONAI has made, a day for us to rejoice and be glad.  Please, ADONAI! Save us! Please, ADONAI! Rescue us!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of ADONAI. We bless you from the house of ADONAI.  ADONAI is God, and he gives us light. Join in the pilgrim festival with branches all the way to the horns of the altar.  You are my God, and I thank you. You are my God; I exalt you.  Give thanks to ADONAI; for he is good, for his grace continues forever. (1)

 Is it not ironic that the same Psalm that is sung at every Jewish Passover Seder is the same Psalm that our Messiah sang before he went out and gave his life for us?

Day Six – 14th of Nisan – Wednesday – Crucifixion Day
Exodus 12:6
"'You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of the month, and then the entire assembly of the community of Isra'el will slaughter it at dusk. (1)

Yeshua died at 3PM on WEDNESDAY!  The Word of God who became flesh and dwelt among man was executed on a stake as a common criminal.  His blood provided atonement for the sins of mankind, once and forever!

Luke 23:44-46
It was now about noon, and darkness covered the whole Land until three o’clock in the afternoon; the sun did not shine. Also the parokhet in the Temple was split down the middle.   Crying out with a loud voice, Yeshua said, “Father! Into your hands I commit my spirit.” With these words he gave up his spirit. (1)

Since the next day (15th of Nisan) would begin The Feast of Unleavened Bread and a Holy Convocation (Shabbat), Yeshua’s body had to be taken down BEFORE sundown.

John 19:30-33
After Yeshua had taken the wine, he said, "It is accomplished!" And, letting his head droop, he delivered up his spirit.  It was Preparation Day, and the Judeans did not want the bodies to remain on the stake on Shabbat, since it was an especially important Shabbat. So they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies removed.  The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who had been put on a stake beside Yeshua, then the legs of the other one; but when they got to Yeshua and saw that he was already dead, they didn't break his legs. (1) (See also John 19:14; Mark 15:42)
To fulfill his role as the Passover Lamb, Yeshua could not have his legs broken.

Exodus (Sh'mot) 12:46
It is to be eaten in one house. You are not to take any of the meat outside the house, and you are not to break any of its bones. (1)

Yeshua was placed in a tomb as the women who had followed him watched.  There was no time to anoint the body for burial on that day because Shabbat was approaching; the Shabbat of The Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Luke 23:55-56
The women who had come with Yeshua from the Galil followed; they saw the tomb and how his body was placed in it.  Then they went back home to prepare spices and ointments.  On Shabbat the women rested, in obedience to the commandment; (1)

The spices and ointments would have to be prepared on Friday (see below).  The Greek word here for Shabbat is Sabbaton, which when used in relation to the Biblical Feasts can be a plural use of the word Shabbat.  This is very appropriate since we are dealing with two Shabbat’s within three days.

Day Seven – 15th of Nisan – Thursday – Shabbat #2 –The Feast of Unleavened Bread 
According to the Word of God – Thursday, the 15 of Nisan would have been a Holy Convocation Day and a Shabbat!

Exodus 12:15-18
"'For seven days you are to eat matzah - on the first day remove the leaven from your houses. For whoever eats hametz [leavened bread] from the first to the seventh day is to be cut off from Isra'el.  On the first and seventh days, you are to have an assembly set aside for God. On these days no work is to be done, except what each must do to prepare his food; you may do only that.  You are to observe the festival of matzah, for on this very day I brought your divisions out of the land of Egypt. Therefore, you are to observe this day from generation to generation by a perpetual regulation.  From the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month until the evening of the twenty-first day, you are to eat matzah. (1)

Yeshua would be in the earth 3 nights and 3 days; he said so himself.

Matthew 12:39-40
 He replied, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign? No! None will be given to it but the sign of the prophet Yonah.  For just as Yonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea-monster so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the depths of the earth. (1) (See also Matthew 16:4)
Wednesday night to Thursday night is ONE DAY
Day Eight – 16th of Nisan – Friday 
The women would not have time to go to the tomb and anoint the body on Friday because of their duties in preparing for the weekly Shabbat.  Their responsibilities included cleaning the house, washing the clothes and preparing all of the meals that would be consumed on Shabbat.  They probably had enough time on Friday morning to go and buy spices so that they could go on Sunday and anoint Yeshua’s body.

Thursday night to Friday night is TWO DAYS
Day Nine – 17th of Nisan – Saturday – Shabbat #3
Friday night to Saturday night is THREE DAYS
Day Ten – 18th of Nisan – Sunday – The Feast of Firstfruits – RESURRECTION DAY!
An interesting note about “The Feast of Firstfruits” is that at the time Yeshua walked the earth, the Sadducees and the Boethusians (a sub-sect of the Sadducees) celebrated “The Feast of Firstfruits” on the First Sunday after Passover.  

Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:9-12
ADONAI said to Moshe, "Tell the people of Isra'el, 'After you enter the land I am giving you and harvest its ripe crops, you are to bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the cohen.  He is to wave the sheaf before ADONAI, so that you will be accepted; the cohen is to wave it on the day after the Shabbat. (1)

The Sadducees recognized the weekly Shabbat in celebrating “The Feast of Firstfruits” on Sunday and not the Shabbat that was used to celebrate “The Feast of Unleavened Bread” on Thursday.  

Yeshua rose from the dead sometime after sundown on Saturday and early morning on Sunday.

Luke 24:1-3
But on the first day of the week, while it was still very early, they took the spices they had prepared, went to the tomb, and found the stone rolled away from the tomb!  On entering, they discovered that the body of the Lord Yeshua was gone! (1) (See also Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; John 20:1)
The year Yeshua was crucified; there were 3 Shabbats in 8 days!  It is easy to understand how Gentiles who do not understand the customs and traditions of Judaism could be confused and say that the Messiah was crucified on Friday when they think that Shabbat only occurs on Saturday.

The important thing about all of the dates and times is not when Yeshua died, but that he ROSE AGAIN!  HE IS ALIVE!  HE IS FREE!  The Tanakh tells us that the Lord’s Messiah will not see death.

Psalms 16:8-11
I always set ADONAI before me; with him at my right hand, I can never be moved; so my heart is glad, my glory rejoices, and my body too rests in safety; for you will not abandon me to Sh'ol, you will not let your faithful one see the Abyss. You make me know the path of life; in your presence is unbounded joy, in your right hand eternal delight. (1)

The Tanakh also tells us that he will be raised up and seated at the right hand of God.

Psalms 110:1
ADONAI says to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool." (1)

The B’rit Chadeshah talks about the fulfillment of these two Scriptures in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 2:25-35
For David says this about him: 'I saw ADONAI always before me, for he is at my right hand, so that I will not be shaken.  For this reason, my heart was glad; and my tongue rejoiced; and now my body too will live on in the certain hope that you will not abandon me to Sh'ol or let your Holy One see decay.  You have made known to me the ways of life; you will fill me with joy by your presence.'   "Brothers, I know I can say to you frankly that the patriarch David died and was buried - his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him that one of his descendants would sit on his throne, he was speaking in advance about the resurrection of the Messiah, that it was he who was not abandoned in Sh'ol and whose flesh did not see decay.  God raised up this Yeshua! And we are all witnesses of it! "Moreover, he has been exalted to the right hand of God; has received from the Father what he promised, namely, the Ruach HaKodesh; and has poured out this gift, which you are both seeing and hearing.  For David did not ascend into heaven. But he says, 'ADONAI said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."' (1)

Your question should be who is this Messiah that the Hebrew Scriptures were pointing to?  The Book of Proverbs gives us a clue.

Proverbs 30:4
Who has gone up to heaven and come down? Who has cupped the wind in the palms of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son's name? Surely you know! (1)

If you know who he is, call out to him and let him be your Passover Lamb.  The world knows and God says that you know that Yeshua IS the Passover Lamb.  The Word of God gives clear evidence of this!  The question is “Is He your Passover Lamb – have you placed your trust in Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah) and the sacrifice that He made on Calvary?”  There is only one way to the Father, and that is through His son.  Just as the Israelites had to individually apply the “Blood of the Lamb” to the doorposts and lentils, we too must apply the “Blood of the Lamb” to our hearts so that we may receive our Salvation!


Yeshua has come once as Mashiach ben Joseph (the suffering servant) and he is just waiting on you to come again as Mashiach ben David (the conquering King).

Luke 13:34-35
"Yerushalayim! Yerushalayim! You kill the prophets! You stone those who are sent to you! How often I wanted to gather your children, just as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, but you refused!  Look!  God is abandoning your house to you! I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, `Blessed is he who comes in the name of ADONAI!'" (1)

Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be redeemed.  Isn’t it time that you called upon the name of the Lord
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